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Ben Morris

DEATH, INC.

for soprano and piano

Duration: ca. 3'40”

Text:

Without his scythe and crooked knife
he’s simply an ordinary guy.

You see him at the bus stop,
and he’s reading a folded newspaper,

or he’s in the car next to you
on the freeway —first he passes

you, and then you pass him.
It goes on like that for a long time,

but though you glance over at him,
he never looks back at you,

which (it turns out) is a good thing.
All the while you’ve been

waiting for the carriage to stop
(kindly) at your door—the carriage

that would take you past the schoolyard
and the fields, accompanied by

the gentle clip-clop of horses” hooves,
but suddenly you realize he might be

driving an eighteen-wheeler, high on
meth, tires screeching. Yes—it could

happen like that, but it’s just
as likely he might be the shadow

of a tree you planted years ago
falling across the green lawn.
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