At this point in my teaching/mentoring career, I aim to be aware, curious, and reflective. I do not know everything about the subjects I teach nor do I know everything about the experience of the students I work with. I am still on a journey to understand what exactly DEI looks like in the STEM classroom. How do I place emphasis on underrepresented students without further isolating them, without projecting my own assumptions, without reinforcing the idea that they do not belong?
Incorporating DEI-informed dialogic practices like teaching itself is a practice. These tools help me challenge my own power and biases, expand the classroom to hold space for deeper inquiry into what is taught and why it matters, and finally to remind me that each student is an individual with a unique history and trajectory. 
I aim for my classes to be exploratory, where we collectively expand our understanding by being transparent, humble, and curious in our dialogues. I aim to be patient and watch my own internal pace as I shift from engaging with one student to another, to allow each student space to integrate the concepts into their own unique worldview at their own unique time. 
My goal for the classroom is for students to develop deeper connections to the content and to each other organically, meaning that I will try not to force my ideas on students. I will try to cultivate an environment that is as dynamic as the students that comprise it, focusing my awareness on the areas that are less open, the students who feel less welcome. I aim to remember that there are historical forces at play which led to the present dynamics and that I may be wrong about what I assume. My goal is not to force students to participate in ways that feel inauthentic to them but to hold space for and honor what I do not yet understand so that a natural unfolding can occur where we may simultaneously learn and unlearn.  
