
For Love Data Week, the Center for Research Data 
& Digital Scholarship (CRDDS) held our annual 
Buffalization Data Visualization Challenge!

We invited students to show off their data 
visualization and storytelling skills using a dataset 

of 777 trees in the campus historic district
(Norlin Quad and adjacent areas).

Visualizations were judged on creativity, clarity, data 
accuracy, visual appeal, and storytelling. Students 

could use any software or tools they wanted. 

You can find more information about the challenge 
at https://buff.link/2 and links to interactive versions 

of the submissions at 
https://www.colorado.edu/crdds/buffalization­data­

visualization­challenge­winners



What is CRDDS?

Established in 2017, the Center for 
Research Data and Digital Scholarship is a 
partnership between Research Computing 
and the University Libraries. We are a 
collaborative team of data and information 
professionals, scholars, and educators with 
expertise in data­intensive scholarship and 
teaching. Our goal is to serve as an 
interdisciplinary hub and resource on 
campus that empowers everyone as they 
navigate the Research Lifecycle, through 
workshops and seminars, consultations, 
certificate programs, and collaborative 
opportunities.   

Visit our website to find out more!

https://www.colorado.edu/crdds/

All contributors to this zine retain full copyright over 
their submissions.

This zine is released under a CC BY­NC­ND 4.0 
(Attribution­NonCommercial­NoDerivatives 4.0 

International) license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by­nc­nd/4.0/
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2025 Buffalization Data 
Visualization Challenge Winners

Undergraduate Students ­ Individual

Max Gong

Benjamin Herlinger

Annika Polavarapu

Graduate Students ­ Individual

Ben Emery

Clair Huffine

Data Science Students 

(Sponsored by the

Data Science Student Association)

Trishala Thakur

Ishani Mody

Graduate Students ­ Team

Kanishka Ghodke, Vedant Dixit,

and Ritvik Panwar

Special Thanks
Elizabeth Goetz, Office of Space Optimization 

Vince Aquino, CU Outdoor Services

Data Science Student Association (DaSSA)

The over two dozen students who submitted

their data visualizations to the challenge!

Love Data Week Committee

Melissa Cantrell, CRDDS

Nickoal Eichmann­Kalwara, CRDDS

Brandi Hart, University Libraries

Matthew Murray, CRDDS

Liz Novosel, University Libraries

Kim Popetz, CRDDS

Katie Randall, University Libraries

Katie Sparks, University Libraries

Find the full dataset of campus trees (featuring over 

5000 trees and many additional categories of data) at 

the CU ArcGIS Online site

https://ucboulder.maps.arcgis.com/



Undergraduate Students ­ Individual: Max Gong



An example of the 777 trees in the dataset used for the 
challenge.



Undergraduate Students ­ Individual: Benjamin Herlinger



Graduate Students ­ Team: Kanishka Ghodke,
Vedant Dixit, and Ritvik Panwar



Undergraduate Students ­ Individual: Annika Polavarapu







Data Science Students ­ Individual: Ishani Mody Graduate Students ­ Individual: Ben Emery



Graduate Students ­ Individual: Clair Huffine



Data Science Students ­ Individual: Trishala Thakur




