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1. WE E BEEN

The Kumeyaay are the
native indigenous people of
here: San Diego County south
of the San Luis Rey River, East to
the Salton Sea and south to the
mission at Santo Tomas in Baja

_ california, Mexico.
€ Hma ™ s .

Some of our people prefer
toidentify by the northern
language Iipay or the southern
language Tiipay.

Who are we?
Youmight get a
different answer
depending on who you
ask.

Our creation stories
tellus that the
Kumeyaay are from
" here: these lands are
not just our home,
they are us.

¥ 1

we cared for our

Many of us use the
lands through a

inclusive term Kumeyaay
(or the Spanish spelling Kumiai)
toidentify our people. Some have
adopted the Spanish hame Dieguefio
or the generalized term Mission Indian
that was applied across tribal
boundaries by early American
officials.

of environmental
management.

So, even what we call
ourselves is testimony
to how much the coming of
Europeans disrupted us as
apeople.

Fire was u
burn away chap:

Regardless which
name is used, we are united
in our national sense of a
common culture that has thrived
for centuries in one of the most
diverse environments of any
Indian Nationin the United
States.

. Astronomy was animportant
L, tool to plan when to harvest
¢ plantsor organizeburns.

" Italso helpedin the timing of
; important ceremonies, many of
- which featured unique song cycles. !
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sophisticated form |

In the days after the creation and
before contact with Europeans,

welivedin sh’'mulq (clan) territories
with summer and winter villages.

Resources were harvested according

to rules handed down through the
generations. Sha-wee (acorn meal) was

animportant part of the Kumeyaay diet.
 Archaeological sites show early villages |

HERE SINGE TIME IN

" Territories were sharedaccordingto
complex family ties and alliances. Use of

resources in various territories depended

oh consent and permission - the European

_ concept of individual property ownershup

of land was alien to us

> Willow for baskets, houses and ]
~ ramadas, and clay for pottery
: were important resources for

: g SVEryone. ey

Today, we seek to manage
our traditional lands through

to encourage the o B
growth of food ar
medicine plants an

__attract game anim:

thlrteen Kumeyaay reservations.
prized access to water and acorns. \ : 7 )

Eachreservation’'s band may have its own
constitution, government and rules for member ship. -
Eachbandis thus like a separate nation, and
can haveits own relationship with the Federal
Government of the United States.

The sovereignty of the
reservations is legally
complex and has lead to many
misunderstandings between tribal,

8 state and federal governments.

Despite all that we have endured, we Kumeyaay stillive on
our traditional lands in San Diego and Baja California. Efforts
to educate band members and honmembers about cultural
traditions and language help strengthen our ancient ties to our
lands, and ceremonies and social gatherings make a place for
our traditionsin a very different world. The Kumeyaay have
been able to adapt to the changes of thelast six centuries and
continue to ensure that our culture will remain alive.
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when it happens at the same time as other p

social disruption, stress and fear of violence 1 -

- .

why doesit n.
matter who writes
our history?

According to most
history books, the
Kumeyaay story only begins in
15u.2, when the Spanish explorer
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo makes ™
*First Contact". -

The truthis that the
Kumeyaay knew about the
Spanish presence in North
America longbefore this "First
Contact”.

gruniiay

- I -

Trail runners quickly
brought messages from the e
southwest about people who had % L
seen Coronado's land expeditionin ) A\
154.0. So they were not completely \ =
surprised when Cabrillo landed in N/ \
San Diego Bay in 154.2. \J i

/ / (’ - - , : <A :'jm

Not muchis known about how this early contact
affected the Kumeyaay, but - based on the
experiences of other Native communities in
the Americas - it is probable that either the

Cabrillo expedition itself or the Spanish Galleon

traderoute it opened, brought the first of the

unknown diseases that proved so deadly

century historians sometimes
maintained that disease was the

et main thing that killed us after

"First Contact”.

This was not the real story, however: the
impact of disease is made so much worse o W

things. Destruction of food sources, of
traditional medicines, the dislocation and

meant these diseases affected us more.

./ N
These combined effects would repeatedly |mpact the

— Kumeyaay over 130 years until the population reached its low
n I pomt in 1900, losing over qo% of the pre-contact populatwn

Ls

2. WE ARE WRITING _OUR OWN

ﬁw " 4 e

The myth of an “essentially benigh” First Contact was
perpetuatedinorder to promote the interests and
perspectives of the new European settlers. Particularly
after 1890, railroad companies, city chambers of
commerce, wealthy politicians and the catholic Church
increasingly removed the Kumeyaay from history books in
favor of a settler mythology based around Mission records.

BISTORY

The oral histories and
testimony of california Native

peoples and the Kumeyaay were A 27

school when we read an

‘ |gn;>red and suppressed. article where the author
3 ! said ‘california Indians are
culturally extinct’. I thought:
_ Iamsittingright here!
\‘ . ‘

\ X ‘AQ / { | 8 ‘\‘\‘% §
‘\g\\ But as tribes develop‘ed their owh resources

;\ in the 1990s, particularly through the use
? of casinho revenues, they wanted to more
accurately document their history.

In 2015 the Catholic Church canonized Father
Junipero Serra, the Franciscan Friar who
founded many of the missions in California

in the 2700s - but who, in the eyes of many

\  Native Americans “directed and approved of

\ the torture and enslavement of Natives®.

\

The backlash that followed
demonstrated that California
residents wereinterested
in a truer and more complete

narrative of their history.

Now is the time for us Kumeyaay to tell the real story of "First

Contact” and all that came afterwards from a more modern and
less biased point of view - one that acknowledges the Kumeyaay |
experience of colonization and challenges outdated settler myths



another reason
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why it'simportant
But let's look at these events again, only this time from the

who tells history: It matters y ——
f \ Kumeyaay perspective. The Spanish settlers had committed
becausq EAPIREE) / 4 crimes against us and our land: they had cut down the oak
perspective youare ' ; ~ trees we used for food, grazed their animals on grasslands and S
— + S e | 2 destroyed our harvests, fished the bay without permission. P P
For us, telling history N = ) R \Go2 X .t # N A~
from our perspective means y | A \ L/

challenging and changing the R U =Ne \ N

language and point of view - -

you might find in most other
books and sources.

The migsion at San Deigo de Alcald
had been constructed on the orders “
of Father Junipero Serra using BN F @ W Thepriests chose the location at San Diego del
Kumeyaay forced labor. SN\ N Alcald to provide them with greater access to the £
\ &8 Kumeyaay people. But this access brought disease B
‘and decimated Native plants and other resources. : / -
. ‘ " 7

SN : ES,

74 | 5 /7

These missions were established
to pave the way for military control
of the region. These workers were
punished harshly, and their families

starved, abused and mistreated.

B Toour kuseyaay, the Kumeyaay religious leaders,
‘ 5 i T / il v ISl this would have been evidence that something was
On November 5th, 1775, several | o g S -~ G badly wrong with the world: that the Spanish were
hundred Kumeyaay warriors surrounded SIS IS A " g " o Witches. we know from our Creator that diseaseis
the mission, burning the wooden - SIS NN 2 ay anindicator of something being out of balance.
buildings to the ground andkiling three | & : : ;
Spanish settlers, including the mission’s
head priest Father Luis Jayme.

|

This attack has been - - . 53 The Kumeyaay knew 1':hat somet'hing had Fo be done:
describedin histories written R : QT they had to act against these illegal actions that
. " e s G , WP W\ threatened the people, the land and their way of life.
by settlers as a “revolt”. This word p W ; ‘ W\
implies that the Kumeyaay wereinthe & 5 & «
wrong - rising up against their lawful ‘ | o

L2 Th‘: Kun:eyza:z :re de”scrlt::ed v 2 N\ \ i vi Their strategy was to gather as much
as ‘marauders-an leves', ho Y SN N )8 inteligence as possible about the mission.

as enemy combatants. J ‘ o

You can see how S :
thislanguage - “revolt’, ~ 4 = . They rallied the leaders of surrounding

"marauders”, “thieves" - creates ; settlements and devised a plan: to kil
a very particular impression: one ~ s AL the enemy leader and burn the mission
that supports a history in which » il i 7 Ay / to the ground, using fire to cleanse the
settlers are justified and lawful, ' ' : wrongs that were being done.

and Kumeyaay are not. T '

S ~

From the perspective of the Kumeyaay, the kiling of Father Jayme - the only
missionary who spoke Kumeyaay - and the burning of the mission was a carefully-
planned strategic military operation conducted by the community against an enemy
who had brought great wrong to their land. It was the start of an ongoing campaign
of military resistance by the Kumeyaay that lasted for seventy-five years.



Throughout the
1800s, the Kumeyaay

Lack of
of disease that killed almost access to food,
90% of the population. 4 fuel and housing
: contributed to this
), death toll also.

when california became astate
in 1850, state officials implemented N
policies they believed would finally eliminate s
what they saw as the threat posed by e
indigenous peoples.

These policies can certéinly be called
“genocide”. However, they were not
the same throughout the state.

Our experience herein the
southis very different from the
experience of tribesin the north.

Inthe north, there were bounties
offered for the kiling of Native people.
Many were murdered as aresult.

In 1850, state In the south, where t'here was
alabor shortage, Native people

legislators passed the
"Act for the Government
and Protection of
Indians”.

were hot killed, but enslaved

This law allowed settlers
toremove Native peoples
from any land settlers owned,
and to request through a judge
the taking of Native children as
servants andlaborers.

Natives evicted
from their homes and
thenidentified as vagrants
could be purchasedby settlers
through the courts, by

sti bond.
posting 8 son By 180, the law said

that girls could be held
until they were 35, boys
until they were 0.

through “indentured servitude".

The Mexicanh government, appalled at these state-sanctioned crimes, threatened to
cross the border with armed troops to prevent atrocities (despite the fact that the
Mexican authorities did hot treat Native peoples in their own country muchbetter).
These threats of intervention may have helped protect the southern mountain tribes.

This law was not repealed until 1866, and
thereis ho doubt that it wasintended as
aninstrument of genocide: the government
and people of california were determined
to get rid of the Native inhabitants of the
State by whatever means necessary.

"That awar
of extermination will
continue to be waged..
until the Ihdianrace
becomes extinct, mustbe /&
expected". '

In 2019, california Governor Gavin
Newsome apologized for what the
state had done to Native peoples:

"We cah never undo the wrongs
inflicted on the peoples who have
lived on this land that we now call

california since time immemorial, but we
canwork together to build bridges, tell
the truth about our past and begin
to heal deep wounds.”

Representative

. . James Pamos
california Governor

Gavin Newsom, 2019

A Truth and Healing Council establushed at the same time seeks to clarlfy the
historical record of the relationship between the State of california andits
Native inhabitants in the spirit of truth and healing. But such reconciliation
requires that both sides be treated as equals, and that historic wrongs are
righted before truth canbe established and healing begin.



0. WE KEPT OUR GULTURE

They tried to break up our
,f our owh language and from

communities by moving us around and
in different territories.
: ' wearing our traditional dress.

Wheninvasion and
extermination failed,
settlersin California tried to ‘ .
deliberately strip our people of mixing s dp
their identity, community, After theinvasion, the priests | ; A
beliefs and way of life. in the Missions made us adopt |
European farming practices..

- They tried to make us - ;
N abandon our traditional ways . alienating us from our
and adopt the ways of others. traditional foods and our
They tried this by using force and traditional knowledge of the
: land, plants and animals.

other, more subtle techniques.
They used chrlstlamty to undermme our

traditional religion, and punished us for
performing ceremonies and singing songs.

Priestslike Father
Serra and Father
Jayme knew what they
were doing.

It was Spanish policy
to change the way we -
behaved, and the way we f ;
thought, and so control us o o :
B i , 2 A N A The Migsions and the Boarding Schools had a
RS CIER O = Y AR | | devastating effect on Kumeyaay culture and people
i " Language and ceremonies went to sleep, and people
were made to be afraid of .;:helr own traditions.
PR + % &\
| Butinaway, these attemptsbackfired. Those
' boarding schools became places where young people
began to realize what was being done to them - and
they found ways to refist, adapt and continue.

After the Missions, came the Boarding Schools
This was a different tactic, but with the same
intention. Children were removed from their G
families, and punished if they spoke their Native =
language or practiced thelr spiritual beluefs =
W

I

After these attempts to change us, we would never be the same
again. The loss of our culture did not end with the closing of the

\“ |
‘ A boarding schools. But despite all this, we are still here. Enough of our
culture survived to give us reasons to stand up, to fight back, to

\

It was adeliberate attempt to stop the
7

transmission of knowledge across generations.
These children were to be sent home, re-educated - ;/
4

“bramwashed" into living like settlers.

make our voices heard, and to try and rebuild what was taken from us

\
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MONIES

GHT BAGK SOUNGS AND CERE

J
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/ we think of the 1970s
So many people in (/% we have many song cycles. One to the 2990s as being a . —
our communities have worked 4 of them, bird songs, for example. time of renaissance. It was during this time that we were strong

enough and confident enough to start to
repair the damage done to us and our culture
by decades of darkness and death.

AL By the late 2970s, only a few

people knew about them. -
y 3 %

together to ensure our cultural
knowledge is passed from

_generation to generation. .
5 F ¥ There are many They had been passed down ‘
N \ ways to do this: we from singer to singer ina But we were no longer tlje same people
=S\ havelooked to our elders, tradition that went back . Wewere before we were invaded, so the
we have v|s|ted archives’ we thousands of yeal’s,,, songs al"ld ceremonies we bl’ought baCk
have recorded our songs 'w had to be adapted to who were are now.
) andwe have talked to g

. But even though colonialism
" had critically endangered these
. traditions, some strands persisted..

our children.

Recovering these song cycles
has been done by us in many
ways. Some songs we found

oh old wax cylinder recordings

Geokge Hyde was one of in the archives.

the last bird singers.

Others wererecovered from
other tribes: Salt songs
were givenback to us by the
Paiutes, who said they had
originally learned them from

i the Kumeyaay.

Anthony Pico, of the Viejas

Band of Kumeyaay, and
great-great-grandson of
one of our famous kuseyaay,
Chief Cinon Duro Mataweer,
was friends with George and
kne(: ‘about the birdsongs.

In the past,
birdsongs were sung at
funerals. But now we sing
them at social gatherings,

>

~ This kind of actionis heeded to bring

these songs and ceremonies back
to our people. Most people don't
know that it was not until 2978

He convinced George to visit
arecording studio in Santee

Sometimes we need andlet Anthony record him W thatwe couldlegally practice our
to change things in | singing the birdsongs on S own religious traditions, and not until | 5%
order tokeep them. cassette tape. b 1993 that thisright wastested =

and confirmedin the courts. [
Y Y v . e

‘ ‘

Anthony and his friends, Ron Christman and
Leroy Elliot started to teach themselves
complete song cycles from those tapes.

.“.\

Today it's
often hot possible
for us tolearn and sing
songs in exactly the same
way as our parents and
grandparents might
have doneit.

‘1
Now, we haveclosetoone |

hundred bird singersinour |5 ; y
community. “W while many learned from those

original tapes, recordedback in the
u.‘z‘ ‘/. , I‘)I,é;«‘ g

But making sure
we pass these songs and
ceremonies oh to our children
and grandchildren ensures that
they will never be forgotten, and
that the cultural renaissance
begun fifty years ago will
continue.

It's not just songs that needreturning. I1n 1997

various bands came together to create the

Kumeyaay Cultural Repatriation Committee,
which brings the remains of our ancestors and
ceremonial items back to us from museums.

renewed. Today, other singers - like
John and Ral christman, Paul Cuero
Jr.FredLargo, and Blue Eagle Vigil -
have learned the traditional way.

A 1970s, the line of traditionhasbeen [




We have along
tradition of standing up
for our rights and standing
in solidarity with other
tribal communities.

why?

Because we have
always needed to fight to
protect and preserve our

land, our culture and our
people.

In 1852 we signed a treaty with the
us covernment - the Treaty of San
Ysabel - but it was hever ratified. we
were betrayed by political forcesin the
us Senate that left us without legal

protectlon For what remamed of our Iands

we knew then that we
would have to take the
fight for our rightsinto our

owh hands..

..andwe have
been proudly doing
just that for the
past 170 years!

| In 1973, Stanley Maxey, a Kumeyaay student, was arrested
by the FBI taking food and medicine to the Native Americans
occupying Wounded Knee on the Oglala Lakota reservation,
again over treaty breaches by the US Federal Government.

In 2010, we protested against the building
of areplica ship used by the "First contact”
Spanish CthUIStadOI’, Juah Rodriguez Cabrillo.

In 2015, we protested the canonization of
Father Junipero Serra so that the world would
know the truth: that he was an architect of a
cultural and physical genocide of our people.

In 2017 and 2018, Kumeyaay community
members traveled to Standing Rock
Sioux reservation, to protest at the
DAPL pipeline, because water is sacred
to us all, ho matter whose landsiit is on.

In 1875, Kumeyaay leaders went with
Luisefio leader Oligario Calac to washington
DC, to meet with President Ulysses S. Grant
to protest the lack of protection for our
lands. The Treaty of San Ysabel was not
ratified, but Grant created the Kumeyaay
reservations with an Executive Order.

In 2018 we protested the
installation of a statue celebrating
the brutal conquistador vasco Ndfez
de Balboain Balboa Park, where there
had once been Kumeyaay villages.

In 1919, a grassroots group called the
"Mission Indian Federation” was formed

Andin 2021, Stan Rodriguez went with a group of
us who protested at the US government building
aborder wall across the Kumeyaay homeland,

— = cutting us of f from our tribal relatives in Mexico.
In 1969, Larry Banegas, who was a lifelong advocate for g

human rights, represented the Kumeyaay Nation during

the Occupation of Alcatraz, when 8G Native American
protesters took over the abandoned prison on the island
of Alcatraz to highlight ongoing broken treaties by the us
Federal Government. This was a dramatic moment in the
Native American Civil Rights, or "Red Power" movement.

These protests have gained us so much: the Indian Civil Rights Act (1968), the Indian
Self-Determination Act (2975), the American Indian Religious Freedom Act (1978), and
Assembly Bill ATR cO (2002), which gives Kumeyaay rights in crossing the UsS-Mexico
border. More than anything else, though, standing up for our rights has given us a sense of
shared responsibility for our own future, and the knowledge that we make change happen.

i
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8. WE SUPPORT OUR WAY

=
After centuries of '
displacement and colonization,
economic development through

gamingis one way we are
sustaining and supporting our
cultural future.

Some Kumeyaay
have advanced
sovereignty by using
gaming revenue and the
political capital that
comes withit.

Games of chance
have always been

way of lifein North
America.

Originally, for us, Peon
was our way of gaming.
Peon combined luck and skill
and brought the whole
community together.

villages would gather to
watch their teams compete -
sometimes for hours on end - and
support them with songs. Peon was an
opportunity for villages to engage in
good-naturedrivalry.

The winhing team was
awarded a prize and, of
course, bragging rights!

Peonwas
evenusedto
settle disputes
without resorting
to violence.

OF LIFE AND OUR

¢

The “prize” for usis the
revenue that our casinos
generate. Thisrevenueis
distributed throughout
the tribe, and also
shared with non-
gaming tribes.

207

Education, child/Elderly
Care, Charity

Beyond gaming, we
have developed

and exercised

this economic
sovereighty in many
ways over the years.

Infrastructure

19%

Economic

Devekpiieis We use these

revenues to provide

community social
programs with milions
of dollars of financial

support. Kumeyaay

Community College was also

founded using gaming revenue.

Casinos give us economic control
over our owh affairs. We can direct
the revenues of gaming to cultural and
social programs that reflect our values..

services. Withit, we are able to support housing, education, health, and cultural
and educational programs. And while not every tribe or band benefits equally from
gaming, casino revenues have provided us with the economic means to collectively

advance and support self-determination: the right to conduct our own affairs.
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~ 3. WE

We are very proud
of our Community
College.

Through the Kumeyaay Herltage Preservatnon -
\| Committee, the Community Collegeispartofa
W coalition of local organizations working to preserve

and re-wild the wetlands of the Mission Bay area.

This is a place whichis
dedicated to ensuring that
A, our culture and heritage is passed
on to future generations, aplace |
% PN where the community canlearn our =

. history and our language. /<
f /

The project aims to restore unique wetlands in our ====E

traditional homelands, the northeast corner of the bay, : - &
creating habitat for local species, mitigating the impacts of ' """ 2

climate change, and increasing public access to the area.. v '

Students come to the
college to understand the
Kumeyaay historical perspective, to
appreciate and seek solutions to the - - s e

challenges that face us today, and gain

an understanding of what it means to

be Kumeyaay ih the world today. /

Al .. ensuring that these wetlands
remain healthy and vibrant for
future generations.

(¢ The college was established

; i ' @ in 200U by the Sycuanband
E by Of the Kumeyaay Nation,

using gaming revenues.

The Kumeyaay Placenames pr0|ect has mapped
historical Kumeyaay place hames around San Diego,
recovered and translated from oId Mlsswn archives.
It took over from an earlier college, which was (' :

one of six tribal colleges foundedin 1971 after
the protests at Alcatraz. Kumeyaay and others

who protested there established these colleges The College helped create the Kumeyaay Park in Old
E our traditional use of the lands that were our original

home, and the plants and animals we shared it with.

) oy
@ o S
ks, s
Today, the community college of fers classes on
anthropology, ethnobiology, Kumeyaay history,
arts and culture and Kumeyaay language. The
college also supports many projects which assert
our conhnhections to our homelands through
stewardship of the land and the environment.

<< A

We have worked with the San Diego Museum of
Us to create a cultural sensitivity program..

..and we have promoted Kumeyaay women scholars who
arerevitalizing and teaching women's perspectives on
being Kumeyaay and traditional cultural practices.

.

These are just some of the projects that the
Community College has been a part of. All of them
have helped us learn - and teach! - what it means
tobe Kumeyaay to students of all ages.

All this work helps ensure that our community has a place to learn about
our past, our present and our future, and that we see ourselves and our
heritage throughout San Diego. Want to be part of it? Enroll now!

21 NAAAS D4



10 WE CON

Gatherings are
important tous,
and have been for as
long as we'velivedin
these lands.

They can
be ceremonial
occasions or
social time..

They keep us
connhected to our
traditions...

each other.

It's where Kumeyaay of all
ages come together to embrace our
heritage, to learn from each other,
and to connhect with our ancestors
and future generations.
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