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Exhibits



Traveling Exhibits



Trying something new



Why disasters?

• Local
• Universal
• Documented
• Personal
• Vivid imagery and stories 



Disaster Examples
• Natural Disasters

• Wildfire
• Bitterroot Valley 2000 Wildfires

• Volcanoes
• Mount Saint Helens

• Floods 
• Teton Dam Disaster 

• Hurricanes & Tornadoes
• Man-made disasters

• Great Molasses Flood
• Library History 

• Has your library been impacted by a 
disaster?

Bitterroot Valley wildfires - Aug. 6, 2000 (Photo courtesy John 
McColgan, Alaska Forest Service)

https://hazards.colorado.edu/uploads/basicpage/QR%20151.pdf
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/research/mount_st_helens/archives
https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv94137/op=fstyle.aspx?t=k&q=teton+dam&f_repo=US-ula


Connect to Collection Materials

- GODORT’s LibGuide on 
Traveling Exhibits for Disasters

- Special Collections & Archives 
- Capture new stories

- Oral History 
- Collection drive - solicit 

donations from the community

https://godort.libguides.com/exhibits/disasters


Partnerships

• For academic libraries: find compatible courses 
and partner with faculty to co-create community 
information

• Supplemental materials
• Local historical museum? 

• Accompanying programming



Capturing Content Digitally

● Story mapping (i.e., StoryMap JS, ArcGIS StoryMaps, etc.)
● Contributions to one collective Omeka account/Wordpress site

https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/
https://omeka.org/
https://wordpress.com/


What do you think?

• Why would you pursue receiving a traveling exhibit? 
• Why would  your library avoid a traveling exhibit? 
• What sorts of hurdles do you envision if you are asked to 

contribute content?
• What does your community like about traveling exhibits?
• Why are you excited about traveling exhibits?
• If given the option to participate: how much are you willing 

to do? 
• Do you have printing facilities available and/or budget for 

printing?



Want to learn more?

Susanne Caro 
susanne.caro@ndsu.edu

Ben Chiewphasa
ben.chiewphasa@mso.umt.edu

Jen Kirk
jen.kirk@usu.edu

mailto:Susanne.caro@ndsu.edu
mailto:ben.chiewphasa@mso.umt.edu
mailto:jen.kirk@usu.edu


*The photo on the title slide was taken on the day Fern Valley and 
Idyllwild residents were ordered to evacuate as the Mountain Fire 
changed direction and threatened Fern Valley. Photo by Jenny Kirchner
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