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If You Give a Moose a Muffin 
for baritone voice, bass trombone,  
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Total Duration: ca. 6’00” 
 

Text 
by Laura Joffe Numeroff 

 
If you give a moose a muffin, he’ll want some jam to go with it. 
So you’ll bring out some of your mother’s homemade blackberry jam. 
When he’s finished eating the muffin, he’ll want another. And another. And another. 
When they’re all gone, he’ll ask for more. 
 
You’ll have to go to the story to get some muffin mix. He’ll want to go with you. 
When he opens the door and feels how chilly it is, he’ll ask to borrow a sweater. 
When he puts the sweater on, he’ll notice one of the buttons is loose. 
He’ll ask for a needle and thread. He’ll start sewing.  
The button will remind him of the puppets his grandmother used to make. 
 
So he’ll ask for some old socks. He’ll make sock puppets. 
When they’re done, he’ll want to put on a puppet show. 
He’ll need some cardboard and paints. Then he’ll ask you to help make the scenery.  
When the scenery is finished, he’ll get behind the couch. But his antlers will stick out. 
So he’ll ask for something to cover them up. You’ll bring him a sheet from your bed. 
 
When he sees the sheet, he’ll remember he wants to be a ghost for Halloween. 
He’ll try it on and shout, “BOO!” It’ll scare him so much, he’ll knock over the paints. 
So he’ll use the sheet to clean up the mess. Then he’ll ask for some soap to wash it out. 
He’ll probably want to hang the sheet up to dry.  
He’ll go outside and put it on the clothesline.  
 
When he’s out in the yard, he’ll see your mother’s blackberry bushes. 
Seeing the blackberries will remind him of her jam. He’ll probably ask you for some. 
And chances are… if you give him the jam, he’ll want a muffin to go with it. 
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œù Œ Œ ‰ œ
j œb

J
‰ Œ œ œn

=

=
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°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Bar.

B. 	Tbn.

Cb.

he' ll

ff

see

p

he' ll

sweetly

see your mo ther's- black ber- ry-

rit. 	 M
80

fff mf ppp

fff ppp

Bar.

B. 	Tbn.

Cb.

bush es- See ing- the black ber ries- will re mind- him of her

83

p pp

p pp

Bar.

B. 	Tbn.

Cb.

jam

f

he' ll

mf

prob a- bly- ask you for some and chan ces- are

86

f p f

f p f

Bar.

B. 	Tbn.

Cb.

if you give him the jam (m)

n
a	tempo	p.		q	=	72N90

pp

pp p

44

44

44

54

54

54

54 44 24 44

54 44 24 44

54 44 24 44

24 44

24 44

24 44

?
33 3

q	=	66

? > to	harmon	mute
∑

? >
∑

?
3

∑ &

3 3

?

with	harmon	mute	(stem	in)

+ o +gliss.
o o

?
arco gliss.

& ?
3 3 3

?
±quick	"wah". +

doit
>o

?
pizz. freely	slide	up

>

?

(audible	break	optional)

∑ ∑

?

+shake	"wah"
>o o+

∑ ∑ ∑

shake	"wah"o + o

?
>o harmonic	gliss.

∑
arco pizz.

‰ œb
J

˙b ™ œ
Œ Œ œ# œn œ œ#

J œ# œ œ
J ‰

œn œ œb

œb ˙™ ˙ œ
J ‰ Œ

wb ˙ œ
J ‰ Œ

œ
J

œ ˙ Œ
œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Ó œ œb œ ˙b ™ w

Ó œ
œb

œ
˙b ™ w

Œ
%
wb
b

Œ ‰ œn
J

œ# œ œ œ œ#œb œ œ œ Œ Œ ‰ œn
J

œb œ œ œ
J ‰

˙ ˙™
œn
J
‰ Œ Ó Œ œ œù

Œ Ó

˙ ˙™
œû Œ Ó Œ œb œù Œ Ó

Ó Œ
œ œ œb œ œ# œ œ ™

œ ™ ˙

œb œ
Jû‰ Ó Ó Œ

œ
ù

œû
Ó Œ ˙ ˙™ œ œ œb œ œ

=

=

=
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°

¢

°

¢

Bar.

B. 	Tbn.

Cb.

he' ll want a muf fin- to go

rit. 	 a	tempo	q	=	72 poco	rit. 	95

mp pp

sim.

mp pp f

f

Bar.

B. 	Tbn.

Cb.

with it

a	tempo	q	=	72O99

"shake	wah"

fp f p f p f
n

f		like	a	moose	call ff

34

34

34

44

44

44

? ∑ ∑

?

o+ + doit
>o

∑

?
freely	slide	up

>
∑

?
3

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑

fl. t.
> gliss. gliss. gliss. gliss. > gliss. . ±

.>

flap	tongue

>

ÍÍÍÍ

? ∑

sul	tasto, 	tilt	bow	
down	slightly

arco l.h. 	pizz+ +
gliss.

>+ >+

gliss.
>+ pizz.

> >

Ó ‰ œ
J

œb œ œ œ ™ œ œb œ œ

œ
J
û
‰ Œ Œ

œù œ
J
û
‰ Œ Œ

œb
ù

œù

Œ Ó

œ œ œ œ œ œb œ œ œù Œ Ó

œ ˙ œ

æææ
˙

ù
æææ
˙

æææ
˙

æææ
˙

æææ
˙ œ

J ‰ œ
j ‰

˙ œ
j ‰ Œ

wb
Œ

œ
Œ

œ wB b
Œ

œ
Œ

œ ˙b
Œ

œ Œ œ œ Œ Ó

=
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