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Within earth sciences are many personal yet globally relevant issues and concepts such as climate change, natural disasters, and pollution. These are traditionally taught from a science perspective – using graphs, tables, and statistics. While these are powerful knowledge and skills, allowing students to bring themselves – their experiences, knowledge, and interests – into the classroom is beneficial to understanding, comfort, and contextualization. Inclusivity, equity, and connection facilitate students learning and material exploration. Therefore, my goals when teaching are to:

a) Create an inclusive, equitable, and connected classroom environment.
As an educator, I strive to make my students feel comfortable, supported, and excited to learn. To achieve this, it is helpful for a classroom to be inclusive, equitable, and connected – which is no easy feat given implicit biases, power dynamics, and social hierarchies.  As a white woman in science, I try to be cognizant of my privilege and power in society, particularly when acting as a facilitator of learning. I strive to treat each student with respect and make the classroom more student focused. One way I plan to realize this is to incorporate evaluations into my teachings; students should be able to provide feedback, suggest class content, and ask anonymous questions. I also try to normalize being wrong so that students feel encouraged to keep trying and learning.

I was able to improve these skills as an intern for the education program of Orange County Coastkeeper, a non-profit aimed at protecting water and promoting watershed resilience. I co-facilitated in-class lessons and field activities for middle and high school students. At the University of Colorado Boulder (CU), I worked with the Girls at the Museum Exploring Science (GAMES) program, whose goal is to encourage interest and excitement about science in elementary and middle school girls. 

b) Give students opportunities to use their experiences and interests as a tool for learning.
As an educator in the earth sciences with a background in psychology & social behavior, I am motivated to use connection, dialogue, and active learning as tools for learning. Dialogue promotes connection, which increases enthusiasm and engagement and fosters personal growth and belonging. 

As a Learning Assistant (LA) at UC Irvine, I completed a class in active learning, and then practiced these techniques in lectures and discussions. The following year I became one of six Lead LAs at the university and head LA of my teaching groups, where I practiced instructing others in how to use active learning. I have also gathered tools and skills through seminars and workshops, earning a DEI Informed Dialogic Pedagogy Practices certificate at CU.
