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"WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENS':

I. Some Foundations and Technology for Behavioral Science

Peter G. Ossorio

1971



Ontology is the discipline that studies Being, and one would
suppose that the empirically-oriented scientist must in principle have
some interest and something fundamentally at stake in such matters.

He does. But the philosopher's interest in Being is not the same as the
scientist's interest in what is the case. ''Being' is philosophers' jargon,
and ontology is a philosopher's game, and neither has been found to be
particularly apropos from a scientific point of view. Iagree. Accordingly,
in delineating what is of interest and what is at stake scientifically, I

shall talk not about Being or Existence but about reality, reality concepts,
and the real world. It does not come to the same thing.

At the present time it has become essential for behavioral
scientists to deal with reality and reality concepts explicitly and systema-
tically rather than by simple intuition or by ''letting George do it. "
Traditionally, George has been the ontologist, the epistemologist, the
philosopher of science, the physicist, and a variety of others, and the
current state of the art in behavioral science directly reflects that
intellectual default. Fortunately, there appears to be no difficulty in
principle in regard to this necessary task. And it appears, also, that a
full appreciation of the necessity is likely to follow, rather than to precede,
a detailed understanding of how the requirement can, in fact, be met,not
merely in principle but in practice. The primary purpose of this pre-
sentation is to contribute to such understanding by dealing explicitly and
systematically with reality and reality concepts in a scientifically
viable way.

It is essential to deal with reality explicitly because it has an
essential relation to science, and it is essential to deal with it systema-
tically because the relation is neither single nor simple.

As soon as we begin to consider what connections there are between
the real world and the social institution of e/mpirical science at least

three fundamental sorts of connection--methodological, substantive, and














































































































































































































































































































































































