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Objective

O B J E C T I V E

Adress inequalities in a Beginning
Swedish language course by developing
support for students who are less skilled
and confident language learners.

W H Y A R E C H A N G E S N E E D E D ?

∙ SWED 1010 Beginning Swedish 1 is a 
course that requires good foreign language
study skills. It is a hybrid course, where
approx. 25% of the course assignments are
completed independently.

∙ Students whose skills are less developed
can have a difficult time learning at the 
required pace and be successful in class.

∙ Feeling motivated is important to L2 
acquisition.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is my observation that fewer students on the lower end of a confidence/experienced scale will continue taking Swedish classes. In other words, if a student has had limited foreign language instruction and/or feel uncertain about their abilities, the likelihood that they will continue with the language beyond the first semester is lower when compared to more confident and experienced language learners. 

I will address these educational inequalities by examining how my course supports the needs of students who are less skilled, experienced, and confident language learners. My hope is that all students regardless of background may thrive and develop strong linguistic and multicultural skills in my classes.





How can the course be modified to better support 
students?

I N C R E A S E  AC C E S S I B I L I T Y

∙ Updates to instructions, visuals and 
layout in syllabus and Canvas website
will increase accessibility.

∙ Providing options to an assignment
and assessment will allow students to 
complete the task with focus on their
strengths.

∙ Adding a Canvas resource focused on 
independent study will guide students 
in developing reading, writing, 
listening and speaking skills.

A L I G N  C O U R S E  E L E M E N T S

∙ Internal consistency in
∙ Syllabus
∙ Curriculum
∙ Website
will create a seamless experience with
easy-to-follow instructions.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The course offers details instructions for the independent assignments in the curriculum. However, some of these instructions are in text files and in writing only, providing an unnecessary challenge for students who prefer more formatted text and text with visuals, or spoken instructions.
Since the course objectives include learning all modes of communication, it is not feasible to offer assignment and assessments options. In addition to language skills, the course develops cultural skills and in this area alternative methods of assessment can be considered. 
The website has an Introductory Module with information on how to navigate the course that includes the topics ”Tips on Learning Swedish in This Course”, ”Typing Swedish Characters on a Keyboard”, ”Finding Swedish Vocabulary in Online Dictionaries”. Additional resources will be added.
Internal consistency is already built into the course, but any changes made during the update, such as adding a new assignment, will require an alignment check.�



•Syllabus and Canvas 
website reviewed for 
accessibility.

•New cultural assignment
planned.

•To-do list of changes and 
order of priority
established.

Week of 
May 13

•Syllabus and website content, 
visuals and layout updated. 

•Cultural assignment with
assessment options created.

•Study techniques resource
added to website.

•Website videos of supportive
content recorded in Sweden.

Week of 
June 10 Surveys X2 created

Week of 
Aug 5

Action plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Step 1. Week of May 13
Review syllabus and Canvas website for accessibility:
Create list of text, visuals and layout that need work. 
Plan one cultural assignment:
Decide on the cultural topic of this assignment and assessment options.
Determine effects on lesson plans and grading.
Include student motivation: how is this relevant to them, what skills are developed.
3. Make to-do list of changes needed and prioritize.

Resources
CU Assett: Course Design Workshop�Artze-Vega et al. Unit 3: a) Design an Inclusive Syllabus and Online Course b) Appendix: Formulating Significant Learning Objectives, Course Planning Map, c) ”Course at a Glance” table
Dee Fink’s taxonomy, Blooms taxonomy 

Step 2. Week of June 10
Incorporate changes to syllabus and website from Step 1.
Complete new cultural assignment.
Create study techniques resource for effective learning.
Record motivational ”How-to” videos in Sweden.�
Resources
Student Centered Grading Practices
ACTFL World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages

Step 3. Week of Aug 5
Survey 1: Student inventory to learn about needs and preferences.
Survey 2: Feedback on learning experience with specific DEI questions asked. Data can be compared to feedback in SWED 1020. All data will be collected anonymously.

Resources
Previously used course surveys (instructor)
Get-to-know-you class template (instructor)
Artze-Vega et al: Learning through Critical Reflection

Project plans will be shared with GSLL Nordic program members.
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