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According to 
Open Doors 

2024, 

the number 
international 

students in the 
US is once again 

on the rise 





However, 

Colorado 

does not 

seem to 

be on the 

map



In Colorado, 

the growth is 

below the 

national 

median, 

and the 

overall ranking 

is not 

flattering

CUB ranks first in absolute terms…but not in percent…

Source: US News Education 



This is a snapshot when comparing CUB to UC Berkley and SUNY Buffalo

Author’s elaboration based on Open Doors 2024 and US News Education data



CU is better in terms of study abroad…

Though in percent CU is once again behind DU





So what can drive international education?

Investing on it & rationalizing 

is one option!

For instance, unlike most other institutions, 

CUB does not have a SIO (Senior 

International Officer) nor a self-standing 

center for all-things international

 



The DU example 

➢ Before COVID, DU was lagging behind CUB, in term of international students’ 

percent. Now it is ahead

➢ DU has now over 150 programs study abroad in 50 countries. 

➢ It is the 5th doctoral-granting institutions for sending students to study abroad 

➢ Among the highest percent nationally in terms of study abroad

➢ 85% of study abroad students receive the Cherrington Global Scholars. 

➢ DU has created Global Masters Scholars programs, where undergraduates spend 3 

years at DU and the 4th year at a partner institution, receiving a BA from DU. Then 

the take a 5th year at the partner institution, getting a MA degree from them



What did DU do?

Chancellor Daniel Ritchie (1989-2005) began the transformation of DU’s international programs, 

including Study Abroad, the International Human Rights Advocacy Center, and the Cherrington 

Global Scholars 

DU IMPACT 2025, the University’s strategic plan put emphasis on students’ learning, diversity and 

inclusion, globalization, cross-discipline and cross industry collaboration

Specifically, it included the following strategic Initiatives related to internationalization

Broaden DU’s international profile 

Create new forms of international collaboration for faculty, students, alumni, including: 

- institutional international partnerships for faculty, students, admin staff (exchanges, short visits, 

research)

- Engaging international alumni, also by bringing them back to Campu

- Increase study, research, and work-abroad opportunities for graduate and professional students. 

- Invest on “internationalization at home” (for ex. by building international geography-specific 

programs)



How did DU do it? 

Strategic decision & (re)organization

DU the created the OFFICE OF INTERNATIONALIZATION (which is a self-standing unit, not 

part of any school) and the position of VICE PRESIDENT FOR INTERNATIONALIZATION

SIO/VPI has the lead roles for curricular integration, risk management, international student 

and scholar services, communication and marketing, and strategic planning. 

The SIO/VPI and the Office of Internationalization coordinate all the international-related 

offices 

➢ Office of International Students & Scholars Service 

➢ Office of International Education (OIE/Study Abroad) Interim Director Stephanie Roberts

➢ Center for World Languages and Cultures (ICWLC)

➢ Office for International Students Admissions

➢ Internationalization Council

➢ Grad Students Study Abroad



Office of International Education (OIE/Study Abroad) 

Manages over 20 bilateral exchange partnerships at the undergrad level; and over150 

offerings in over 50 countries

- +/- 700-750 students/ annually go on term-length study abroad program. 

- Over 70% of undergraduate students take a study abroad, among the highest in the 

country

- A 2-course sequence to be taken prior to study abroad was created, focusing on 

identity, intercultural communication, cosmopolitanism and global citizenship,

- A class called INTZ 2502 is taken online while students are abroad  

- The Cherrington Global Scholars program boosted DU’s study abroad  

- OEI was built a system to better meet needs of diverse students (emotional/mental 

health needs, disabilities, Students of color, DACA students, LGBTQI students, 1st 

Generation students, Veterans, Athletes)

Office for International Students Admissions



Office of International Students & Scholars Service 

Serves the international students and scholars, also offering pre-arrival and arrival 

orientation 

- Each year DU is home to some 150 international scholars and staff coming from 33 

different countries

- Coordinate the International Student Support Program, known as MySSP

Center for World Languages and Cultures (ICWLC) Dir: Adrienne Gonzales

- Provides opportunities to study less commonly taught languages 

Internationalization Council

- Internationalization Grants  (faculty and staff abroad). Grant Categories: Faculty 

Professional Development and Research & Faculty Curriculum & International 

Development
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