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ctober media attention to climate change and global warming was down just slightly

(7%) throughout the world from the previous month of September 2017. This decrease

was felt regionally in Africa, Asia, Europe and North America, while counts held steady

in the Middle East and as they increased slightly in Oceania and South America.

Compared to counts from fifty-two sources across twenty-eight countries in seven

regions around the world in October 2016 (a year ago), the global numbers were up
about 7%. However, coverage in the month was 37% below the average number of stories appearing
each month in 2017 (approximately 3631 stories per month from January — October 2017). Scaling
down from the global to monitoring in eight countries, coverage was also up from the previous month
of September 2017 in Australia (20%), Spain (2%) and New Zealand (27%). Coverage was down in
Canada (-19%), Germany (-9%), India (-7%), the United Kingdom (UK) (-21%), and the United States
(US) (-18%).

Figure 1 shows these ebbs and flows in media coverage — organized into seven geographical regions
around the world — from January 2004 through October 2017.

2004-2017 World Newspaper Coverage of Climate Change or Global Warming
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Figure 1: Media coverage of climate change or global warming in fifty-two sources across twenty-eight countries in seven
different regions around the world, from January 2004 through October 2017.

With our expansion of monitoring into Spanish-language and German-language coverage in recent
years, Figure 2 shows word frequency data from three representative Spanish-language sources (on
left): El Pais (Spain), La Nacion (Argentina) and El Nacional (Venezuela). These are words (four
letters or more) in articles containing the terms ‘calentamiento global’ or ‘cambio climatico’. Word
frequency data from two representative German-language sources (on right) are 74Z - Die
Tageszeitung and Siiddeutsche Zeitung (both from Germany). These are words (four letters or more) in
articles containing the terms ‘klimawandel’ or ‘globale erwidrmung’.
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Figure 2: Word clouds showing frequency of words invoked in media coverage of climate change or global warming in the
Spanish-language press (left) and German-language press (right) in October 2017.

Figure 3 shows word frequency data in the United States (top left), Canada (top right), Australia
(bottom left) and India (bottom right) in October 2017. The five representative US sources are The
Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, USA Today, and the Los Angeles
Times. The three representative Canadian sources are The Globe & Mail, The National Post and the
Toronto Star. The five representative Australian sources are The Age, The Australian, The Courier
Mail, The Daily Telegraph & Sunday Telegraph and The Sydney Morning Herald. The four
representative Indian sources are The Hindu, The Times of India, Hindustan Times and The Indian
Express.

As Figure 3 (top left) shows, in the US, media attention continued to focus on movements relating to
the Donald J. Trump Administration (in)actions. While this was also the case in previous months of
2017 around the world (see Figure 2' in the February 2017 for an example of Trump coverage in
Australia, New Zealand and the UK), the ‘Trump Dump’ — where media attention that would have
focused on other climate-related events and issues instead was placed on Trump-related actions
(leaving many other stories untold) — appears to be limited to the US media-scape in October 2017. In
US news articles related to climate change or global warming, Trump was invoked 2399 times through
the 274 stories this month (a remarkable ratio of nearly 9 times per article on average) in The
Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, USA Today, and the Los Angeles
Times. However, in contrast in the UK press, Trump was mentioned in the Daily Mail & Mail on
Sunday, Guardian & The Observer, The Sun, the Daily Telegraph & Sunday Telegraph, the Daily
Mirror & Sunday Mirror, The Scotsman & Scotland on Sunday, and The Times & The Sunday Times
535 times in 498 October articles.

! http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/icecaps/research/media_coverage/summaries/issue2.html

. CENTER FOR
@ Office for Outreach and Engagement SCIENCEQXTECHNOLOGY //A

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER ICE CaPS POLICY RESEARCH CIRES




Media and Climate Change
Lea=2- Observatory (MECCO)

@jl University of Colorado Boulder

ISSUE 10, OCTOBER 2017

These stories lead into wider considerations of attention paid to political content of coverage during the
month. In this arena, Lisa Friedman and Brad Plumer from The New York Times reported in mid-
October on US EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s initiation of the federal rollback of the Clean Power
Plan, despite the lack of a replacement measure to propose in its place’. Timothy Puko from The Wall
Street Journal reported on power plants nonetheless staying the course for emissions reductions plan
due to technological capabilities, consumer demand and cheap natural gas driving demand’. While
reports of morale being lifted in some coal companies and the coal community, widespread opposition
like that reported by Oliver Milman in The Guardian® effectively characterized the outdated effort like
something akin to saving the eight-track tape in the age of digital music production (a major difference
being that this EPA rollback cuts to the heart of carbon-based industry and society as well as to one of
the greatest environmental challenges of the 21% century). And as politics met economics in October,
Nathan Bomey in US4 Today reported how two big US auto companies — General Motors and Ford —
announced plans to introduce over thirty models combined in the next five to six years’ while news
reports at the end of the month discussed the US Bureau of Labor Statistics new data that US solar
installation and wind technician jobs are the fastest growing, with plans to double by 2026°. These
business trends and innovations were discussed as catalysts for policy measures to potentially follow.

In October, coverage relating to ecological and meteorological issues grabbed a great deal of attention.
Stories like a piece in The Times (UK) on floods and landslides killing at least 68 people in Vietnam
after a tropical depression hit the central and northern regions of the country in early October’ were
followed by stories like an article by Jacques Leslie in the Los Angeles Times about the devastating
northern California wildfires and their record-breaking human toll as well as widespread property
damage®, and a piece by Dino Grandoni in The Washington Post (US) linking these wildfires to
economic costs to the US Federal government’.

Across the globe in October, there were a range of stories that pervaded the cultural arena. Polls in
October pointed consistently to willingness to support and take action on climate change around the
world. For example, Seth Borenstein and Emily Swanson — in an article then run in a number of
national sources — reported on a poll from the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs

2 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/09/climate/clean-power-plan.htm|? r=0

3 https://www.wsj.com/articles/epa-moves-proposal-to-withdraw-obama-power-plant-rules-1507657014

4 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/oct/10/trump-climate-change-clean-power-plan-fightback

> https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/cars/2017/10/02/gm-electric-vehicles/722896001/

6 https://apnews.com/f611051e32c04146985f52194daa02ba/Labor-Department:-Solar,-wind-jobs-to-boom-over-next-
decade

7 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/storm-khanun-death-toll-hits-68-invietnam-sn8ssnfch

8 http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-leslie-santa-rosa-fire-20171011-story.html

? https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-energy-202/2017/10/19/the-energy-202-western-
wildfires-spark-compromise-on-firefighting-in-washington/59e7ada730fb041a74e75e04/?utm_term=.6e0afdfff055
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Research and the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago that more than half of US
Americans want state and local governments to step up and act on climate change in the absence of US
Federal action'’. And amid many scientific studies on climate change and interconnected issues in
October, Amina Khan from the Los Angeles Times covered a new study in Science Advances linking
strains in the marine foodweb, ocean warming, El Nifio Southern Oscillation and a changing climate'!
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Figure 3: Word clouds showing frequency of words (4 letters or more) invoked in media coverage of climate change or global
warming in the United States (top left), Canada (top right), Australia (bottom left) and India (bottom right) in October.

Heading into the United Nations climate change negotiations (COP23) in Bonn, Germany on
November 6-17, preceded by a much-anticipated US Global Change Research Program Report released
by thirteen US agencies in early November (with findings at odds with the stance of the Trump
Administration), November will be a fascinating month for news on climate change or global warming.
We will also see if the ‘“Trump Dump’ influence continues to wane in the months to come.

- report prepared by Max Boykoff, Jennifer Katzung and Ami Nacu-Schmidt

https://apnews.com/c52326210e8045efab0aae55c32d73f3/AP-NORC-poll:-Americans-want-local-leaders-to-fight-warming

http://beta.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-dolphin-food-chain-20171018-story.html
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