Teaching Statement: Dialogic Pedagogy and Critical Communication

My approach to teaching is grounded in the belief that communication is central to how people make sense of the world, relate to others, and participate in public life. As a scholar of communication, I am particularly interested in how everyday discourse shapes social realities, structures relationships, and influences collective decision-making. This perspective informs my teaching: I view the classroom as a space where students actively engage in meaning-making, rather than passively receiving information.
I teach because I want students to develop the ability to think critically about the messages they encounter and produce. In my view, learning is most effective when it is collaborative. The instructor provides structure, theoretical grounding, and guidance, while students contribute their perspectives, experiences, and interpretations. This shared responsibility fosters a learning environment where ideas can be explored, questioned, and refined through dialogue. In communication courses especially, this process is essential, as understanding emerges through interaction.
I design my courses to support a wide range of learning approaches and intellectual engagement. Students differ in how they process information, participate in discussion, and demonstrate understanding. To address this, I incorporate multiple forms of engagement, including structured discussions, small-group work, field trips, multimedia analysis, and reflective writing. I also integrate creative and applied assignments, such as narrative projects or visual documentation exercises, which allow students to connect course concepts to lived experiences and real-world contexts.
My teaching is informed by a dialogic model that unfolds in stages. I begin by establishing a strong foundation for participation, including clear expectations, shared discussion practices, and opportunities for students to reflect on their own perspectives. As the course progresses, I introduce more complex analytical frameworks and guide students in examining how communication operates within broader social and institutional contexts. Students are encouraged to engage with differing viewpoints, support their claims with evidence, and consider the implications of their arguments. In the final stage, I emphasize reflection and application, asking students to connect course material to their own academic, professional, and civic trajectories.
My primary learning goals focus on three areas: analytical thinking, effective communication, and applied understanding. Students should be able to interpret and evaluate messages using relevant concepts, express their ideas clearly and persuasively, and apply course material to situations beyond the classroom. These goals align with the core priorities of communication studies, particularly its emphasis on discourse, interpretation, and public engagement. At the same time, I aim to help students see the relevance of these skills in their everyday lives and future careers.

To support these goals, I use teaching methods that prioritize active learning and application. These include guided discussions, case studies, discourse analysis exercises, and collaborative projects. For example, students may analyze contemporary communication practices in digital or public contexts, examining how arguments are constructed and how meaning is negotiated. These approaches are well-suited to communication studies because they reflect the interpretive and analytical nature of the field.
Assessment in my courses is designed to capture both students’ understanding of key concepts and their ability to apply them. I use a combination of written assignments, presentations, participation, and project-based work. This range of assessments allows students to demonstrate learning in different ways while encouraging consistent engagement throughout the course. I also treat assessment as an opportunity for reflection: patterns in student work help me evaluate the effectiveness of my teaching and make adjustments when needed.
My teaching is shaped by my experiences as a graduate instructor and researcher. Working with undergraduate students has strengthened my ability to facilitate discussions, provide meaningful feedback, and adapt to different classroom dynamics. My research on communication in digital and political contexts also informs my teaching by bringing current and relevant examples into the classroom. This connection between research and teaching allows students to see how theoretical concepts are applied in practice.
I view teaching as an ongoing process of development. I continue to refine my ability to guide complex discussions, support student engagement, and design effective learning experiences. I also seek out new pedagogical strategies and remain attentive to changes in the field of communication and higher education more broadly. Moving forward, I am particularly interested in expanding opportunities for applied and experiential learning that connect classroom work to broader contexts.
At its core, my teaching philosophy is grounded in the idea that learning is an active, dialogic process. By creating a structured yet open environment for inquiry, I aim to support students in developing the skills and perspectives necessary to navigate and contribute to an increasingly complex communicative landscape.
