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Abstract

Daniel Skib
Name & Title
New Work for Brass Quintet: Suite from Final Fantasy VII

Thesis title

Jeffrey Nytch
Directing Professor & Title

Professor

This project is a combination of what | feel are two different but similarly overlooked musical endeavors. First, | want to engage with brass
quintet repertoire. Compared to other standard chamber ensembles like the woodwind quintet, piano trio, and string quartet, the brass
quintet is still incredibly young and in need of new repertoire. Second, | hope to celebrate the incredible world of video game music and
the connected study of ludomusicology. Similarly to film music, music from games can often be overlooked in spite of the massive effect
that it has on the gamer’s overall experience. This arrangement is a multi-movement work based on themes from Final Fantasy VII with
music originally written by Nobuo Uematsu. It is my hope that the work will serve as an intersection between brass musicians, and video
game music enthusiasts. It will be a new and exciting work that also helps to legitimize the continued study of video game music.




Daniel Skib
DMA Project

Arranging for Brass Quintet - Suite from Final Fantasy VII

Project Description:

This project is a combination of two of my biggest passions: brass quintet, and video
game music. It is my hope that this arrangement can act as a satisfying musical contribution to
the still relatively young history of the brass quintet, and will at the same time expose more
people to the amazing world of game music. I believe that there is an assumption that any music
from a video game will be simple, boring, or otherwise not worthwhile. This arrangement
should act as a bridge between the people who already love video game music, and people who

enjoy classical music.

Repertoire:

All of the music in this arrangement was originally written by Nobuo Uematsu for the
game Final Fantasy VII. The game is a role-playing game that features a fantasy setting with
magical powers, intense battles, and a diverse landscape. I find these kinds of games to often
have the widest variety of musical styles and selections. With this arrangement I tried to pick
music that was memorable to me as someone who played the game. I also wanted to try and use
the music to loosely follow the narrative of the game. The opening movement uses music from
the title screen, and music from the opening scene of the game. The next movement draws from
the theme for one of the primary characters in the game. Next we hear music from a specific
location that has a lot of importance to the development of the plot. The fourth movement is
based on the music heard during the epic battle with the game’s final boss. Then the last
movement draws in elements from the music that was heard before while introducing the theme
for another character who played an important role in the final battle. The last movement also
finishes with the main theme from the game to celebrate and round off the entire journey. To
transcribe this material I used a combination of my own work and various free online resources.
All of the resources that I used for this project will be linked below.

[ imagine that mostly younger students will be interested in performing this kind of
repertoire. With that in mind I wanted to make something that would be challenging and most
appropriate for advanced high schoolers or early college students who might be looking for

something different to perform as a group.



Transcription Sources:
- https://musescore.com/user/31948143/scores/6006749?srsltid=AfmBOopLIsapcR-kDygSK
kqI4FAW]TnCWRIbpXUTzK9XulmDaxVX2d3A
- https://musescore.com/user/34364496/scores/6680603
- https://m re.com/user/32212017/scores/1471 2srsltid=AfmB wCTdcrgzpP7L
DXjCF-EwjgVKOwgUCVg-VYm2DgaedESKEwL4U
- https://[www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WzFq-3Z6Ts&list=RDOWzFq-3Z6Ts&start radio=1



https://musescore.com/user/31948143/scores/6006749?srsltid=AfmBOopLIsapcR-kDyqSKkqI4FAwJTnCWRIbpXUTzK9XulmDaxVX2d3A
https://musescore.com/user/31948143/scores/6006749?srsltid=AfmBOopLIsapcR-kDyqSKkqI4FAwJTnCWRIbpXUTzK9XulmDaxVX2d3A
https://musescore.com/user/34364496/scores/6680603
https://musescore.com/user/32212017/scores/14719330?srsltid=AfmBOoqwCTdcrgzpP7LDXjCF-EwjgVK0wgUCVg-VYm2DgaedESKEwL4U
https://musescore.com/user/32212017/scores/14719330?srsltid=AfmBOoqwCTdcrgzpP7LDXjCF-EwjgVK0wgUCVg-VYm2DgaedESKEwL4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WzFq-3Z6Ts&list=RD0WzFq-3Z6Ts&start_radio=1
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