Appendix 

Digital Library Skills Continuing Education Survey (text representation of online survey):

Q1. Did you receive your M.L.S./M.L.I.S. in 1995 or earlier?

    ____ Yes  

    ____ No
If no, participants were directed to Question 2; if yes, participants were directed to Question 3.

Q2. Which of the following most closely describes the comparison between your library school education and your professional technological capabilities right after graduation?

    ____ Completely up to date: cutting-edge, in excess of what my organization
                was doing at the time 

    ____ Up to date: consistent with what my organization was doing at the time 
    ____  Mixed: some aspects were up to date but I needed to learn some
                 additional technological skills

   ____  Deficient: I immediately needed to learn important technological skills 
   ____  Other
              Please specify ________________
------------Post-1995 respondents ended the survey here.

The next few pages will present you with some digital library-related topics and ask you if you have participated in any continuing education activities involving these topics during the last 2 years.

Continuing education activities may include:

· informal discussions with colleagues

· reading professional literature

· email discussion lists

· teleconferences/videoconferences/web conferences

· conference programs

· workshops

· formal courses

Q3-12. In the last 2 years, have you participated in a continuing education activity dealing with [Topic:  see Topic list]?
[Topic List]

  Web Site Design/Information Architecture (web site development, evaluation, 
     and/or organization)

  Markup Languages (e.g., HTML, XHTML, XML)

  Imaging or Scanning Technologies (deriving digital objects from analog 
    originals like text and photographs)

  Metadata (structured data that describes digital objects)

  Cataloging of Digital Resources

  Database Design (creating structured collections of data using flat file,
     hierarchical, or relational models)

  User Interface Design (designing systems that allow users to communicate with,
     or use, applications by entering or requesting data)?

  Web Programming and Scripting Languages (e.g., JavaScript, PHP, Perl, CGI)

  Semantic Web (social networking, ontologies, etc.)

  Information Retrieval (search strategies and techniques for finding information
   on the WWW)

If Yes, please rate the helpfulness of each type of continuing education activity in which you have participated. Skip those activities that you have not participated
in.

  [Helpfulness scale:  Very unhelpful, Somewhat unhelpful, Not sure, Somewhat 
      helpful, Very helpful]

  Credit course (in-class, online, or distance)

  Non-credit course (in-class, online, or distance)

  Professional association conference program

  Professional association workshop (in-person or online)

  Teleconference

  Videoconference

  Web cast or Web conference

  Email discussion lists

  Reading professional literature

  Informal discussions with colleagues

Q13. How would you compare the importance of learning digital library skills with learning other skills needed to do your job?

      ____ Least Important
      ____ Somewhat Important
      ____ Important
      ____ Very Important
      ____ Most Important

Q14. For each topic listed below, if a continuing education activity were available to you, how likely would you be to participate in that activity during the next 2 years? Please provide an answer for each topic.

  [Choices for each topic:  Very unlikely, Somewhat unlikely, Not sure, Somewhat likely,
    Very likely]

     Web Site Design/Information Architecture

     Markup Languages

     Imaging or Scanning Technologies

     Metadata

     Cataloging of Digital Resources

     Database Design

     User Interface Design

     Web Programming and Scripting Languages

     Digital Archiving and Preservation
     Semantic Web

     Information Retrieval of Digital Resources

Q15. What is your gender?  
       ____ Female
       ____ Male

Q16. What is your age?
       ____ <35
       ____ 35-45
       ____ 46-55
       ____ 56-65
       ____ >65 

Q17. At what type of library do you work? 
      ____Academic
      ____ Public
      ____ School
      ____ Special/Corporate
      ____ Other:

                Please specify ________________
Q18. How many years of professional library experience do you have? 
        ____ <10

       ____ 10-15
       ____ 16-20

       ____ 21-25

       ____ >25 

Q19. What is your primary job responsibility? Please check only one.

       ____ Director/Chief Librarian

      ____ Associate/Assistant Director

      ____ Department Head

      ____ Reference/Public Services

      ____ Technical Services

      ____ Circulation

      ____ Electronic Resources/Digital Librarian

      ____ Subject Specialist

      ____ Children/Young Adults Librarian

      ____Government Documents

      ____ Library Consultant

      ____ Other;

                Please specify ________________

Q20. In what ways does your employer support your participation in continuing education activities? Please select only one category.

      ____ Both financial assistance and release time

      ____ Financial assistance only

      ____ Release time only

      ____ Neither financial assistance nor release time
If either the first or second choice was selected, participants were directed to Question 21; else, participants were directed to Question 22.
Q21. Please indicate the level of financial assistance provided. Please select only one category.

      ____ < $500 per year

      ____ $500 to $1000 per year

      ____ $1001 to $2000 per year

      ____ > $2000 per year

      ____ Other:

                Please specify ________________
Q22. In your opinion, what is the most important digital library-related continuing education issue that needs to be addressed?

